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of the king as his demesne, and not included in the corpus

comitatus.    But the towns so situated at the time of the

Domesday survey were few, and, even for a century after, they

increased  in   number   and  importance  slowly.     The   royal

borough was a unit of administration and possessed a law-court

distinct from those of the shire and hundred.   It was governed

by a reeve, who represented the king and presided in the

borough-court.   The citizens paid rent and other dues to the

crown ;   in some cases these obligations were commuted for

a fixed sum which the borough raised by assessments upon

individual burgesses.   The towns so administered were liable

to be called on for tallage at the will of the lord, and the

townsmen were in every respect, except wealth and closeness

of organization, in the same condition as the villeins of an

ordinary demesne.    The next step taken in the direction of

emancipation was the purchase, by the tenants, of the firma

burgi ; that is, the ferm of the dues payable to the lord, or the

Idng, within the borough :  instead of being collected severally

by the reeve or the sheriff, these were compounded for by a

fixed sum, which was paid by the burghers and reapporfcioned

amongst themselves.   The grant of the ferm was accompanied

by, or implied, an act of emancipation from villein services ;

and the recipients of the grant were the burghers, as members

of the leet or of the guild, or in both capacities.   The burgage

rent was apportioned among the houses or tenements of the

burghers, who thus became tenants in burgage and on an

equality  with  tenants  in  free  and  common  socage.     The

possessors of these burgages were, until a further organization

was provided, the political constituents of the borough.

The privileges of the boroughs had not got much beyond this
at the death of Henry I; the burghers of Beverley, who were
chartered during his reign by their lord the archbishop of York,
with the same privileges as those enjoyed by the citizens of
York, are empowered by their charter to have their hans-hus,
and there to make their by-laws, and to enjoy certain immuni-